


































An Investigation about the Morality 
Books (zensho) during the Edo Period 
 
 




  In this work, focusing on the importance of the Japanese translations of the 
morality books, I make an empirical research of its reception and circulation in 
Japan. I also analyze the functional structure of its intellectual reception in the 
Edo society. 
  I deal with the reception and propagation of the morality books as an 
intellectual trend, and develop the present subject regarding its changes due to 
the Japanese translations and how they resonate with the unification of the three 
teachings thinking (sankyō gōitsu shisō) of China from Ming to Qing. I try to 
re-evaluate the position of the morality books in the Edo period. 
  The influence of the morality books doesn´t stop in the framework of Shintoism, 
Confucianism and Buddhism but permeates the whole Edo society from the top. 
Popular Morals during the Edo period did not simply come from Confucian ethics 
ideals such as those of benevolence (jin) or filial piety (kō) but they were extracted 
from the ethics of the unification of the three teachings, which in turn were united 
by the morality books. As for the position of the morality books, I conclude by 
contending that the gist of the perceptions of Good and Evil during the 
pre-modern period were shaped by the ideas contained in the morality books. 
   
   
   
 
 
